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From the West Manse 

We have reached the time of the year where I begin 

to find it harder to get out of bed in the morning. My 

internal alarm clock is definitely light triggered and 

when the mornings get darker it takes that bit longer to convince 

my sluggish brain and body to get moving. My first conscious 

thought when I wake up (perhaps after shaking off the remnants of 

a dream) is usually ‘what day is it?’ Knowing the day of the week 

helps me figure out how quickly I need to get out of bed. This 

includes such important considerations like whether it is a hair 

washing day, as drying it takes ages and means I need to get up 

sooner to get the job done.  

Once up I have my routines like we all do. My appetite takes a 

while to kick in in the morning, so I am almost always up, 

showered, hair done, dressed etc before I go downstairs to have 

breakfast or even open the curtains. This led one neighbour to 

comment ‘you don’t get up as early as Mr Groves did.’ I agreed 

that this was most likely true!  

In different ways our routines and rituals say something about our 

priorities. Our routines and rituals also shape what we consider 

important. My children’s lives, for example, are currently 

dominated by toddler and infant routines. These are both the 

routines they as parents have adopted to help teach, support, 

protect and encourage their children; and the routines and 

repetitions the children themselves have adopted, as they 

instinctively work on perfecting their skills and building their 

brains by doing things over and over and over again.  

The routines and rituals we share as a society also both reflect and 

shape who we are. Every year, on Remembrance Sunday (or in 

some countries on Remembrance Day) rituals and routines are 

enacted to honour those who sacrificed their lives at war. Our usual 

rituals in the UK centre around traditions which date back to the 

Great War of 1914-18. As the reality of those years fades from 



living memory and as even the second World War becomes an 

event of which few have adult memories, it is important to think 

about why and how and who we remember and why and how and 

who we pray for.  

Many services these days, for example, include prayers or stories 

of more recent conflicts and those serving in them. Sometimes 

these don’t resonate as strongly for people as the images and 

experiences from the great wars do, (especially in non-military 

families or communities). This may be because more recent 

conflicts have happened at a greater distance from our shores. They 

have also not required conscription or had a major impact on life at 

home.  

But these stories matter because they remind us that the end of 

hostilities which we commemorate on Remembrance Sunday was 

not a final one. The longing for peace at the heart of all our acts of 

remembrance remains unfulfilled. What is more, there are many 

around the world for whom war, conflict, or insurrection are a 

current reality, and for whom quiet routines of remembrance are 

impossible.  

This doesn’t mean we should abandon our own rituals or routines 

or the stories and memories which speak to us here in the UK. As 

long as they bring meaning and comfort, and inspire us to seek 

peace, they are valuable. It is never wrong to honour sacrifice. But 

in an era in which a pandemic has reminded us of our 

interconnectedness, it is a good and generous thing to consciously 

make room for both those who fought in less familiar wars, and 

those who never fought under a British flag and yet also died, and 

continue to die, with honour, in order to protect their families, 

communities and countries.  

Whether we face World War, World Pandemic, or World Climate 

Change (or even just getting up in the morning), the daily routines 

and practices we adopt - as well as the things and people we 

remember and honour - say something about who and what we 



value.   However and whoever you remember this month, let us 

remember and demonstrate through the things we choose to do, the 

care and compassion Jesus showed us.  

John 14: 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 

send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your 

remembrance all that I have said to you. 

Every blessing 

Rhona 
 
DOREEEN TOUGH - THANKS 
 

After over 20 years of being our CrossReach contact, Doreen 

Tough is taking a well-earned retirement and passing the 

responsibility on to Jane Angus. Doreen has been a passionate and 

capable advocate and fundraiser for CrossReach since the year 

2000 - before they even became CrossReach and were still known 

as the Church of Scotland's Board of Social Responsibility. Of her 

time in the role Doreen says, "I always had a good response when I 

did something for CrossReach and folk were very willing and 

generous!" 

 

One of my own favourite memories of her approach is the time she 

explained to me that they were tweaking the 'grey cake bake' 

fundraising initiative for CrossReach slightly since, unlike the 

promotional pictures from the Crossreach office, real cakes with 

grey icing didn't look that appetising! This down to earth 

practicality and sense of humour are part of what made Doreen 

such an excellent advocate, alongside her genuine passion for the 

work of CrossReach. We know she has received a card of thanks 

from the friends she made over the years at CrossReach and we 

offer our own heartfelt thanks for all she has done to support this 

important branch of the church's mission. Thanks Doreen!  

Rhona 

 



REFLECTION 
 
Remembrance -  this is a time when we remember specifically all those 
who have lost their lives in the service of their country, but these lines 
encourage us to reflect on memory within all  aspects of our lives. 
 
We Remember Them 

At the rising of the sun and its going down, 
we remember them. 

At the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter, 
we remember them. 

At the blueness of the skies and in the warmth of summer, 
we remember them. 

At the rustling of the leaves and in the beauty of autumn,  
we remember them. 

At the beginning of the year and when it ends, 
we remember them. 

As long as we live, they too will live; 
for they are now a part of us, as we remember them. 

When we are weary and in need of strength, 
we remember them. 

When we are lost and sick at heart, 
we remember them. 

When we have joy we crave to share, 
we remember them. 

When we have decisions that are difficult to make, 
we remember them. 

When we have achievements that are based on theirs, 
we remember them. 

As long as we live, they, too will live; 
For they are now a part of us, as we remember them.  

Anon. 



Tribute to Margaret Robb – 
our Locum Reader during 
the vacancy 
 
Those who knew her will not 
be surprised that the first 
word that comes to my mind 
to describe Margaret is 
Doric. Hers was the first local 
voice I heard, having listened to a recording of a West Church 
service which she happened to be leading during the vacancy. She 
was aye an Aberdeenshire quine, and although she was born in 
Crathes, it was Keithhall where she was raised that always had her 
heart. She was part of the church community there from an early 
age, helping with the Sunday school. According to the family she 
had a very positive effect on Sunday school attendance as a lot of 
the local lads thought she was very good looking!  
 
She took her faith both seriously and with a light and generous 
heart, having no time for those who looked down on others or 
judged them on their faith or commitment. “Principled but quirky” 
was the description given by one of her cousins.  
 
Having begun married life at Bridge of Cally, Margaret and Ian 
moved back with daughters Christine and Louise to Keithhall, 
where their third child, Ian, was born. Fun-loving, if sometimes 
absent minded, she was content with family life accompanied by 
voracious reading. The sudden death of her husband was 
devastating, but she drew on her inner resources to keep going 
and develop new interests. On the first anniversary of his death, 
she spent six weeks volunteering at an orphanage in Romania. 
Around this time she also began her divinity degree at Aberdeen, 



and was set apart as a Reader by Gordon Presbytery at her family 
church in Keithhall in 1995. 
 
Her love and energy from then on were poured into providing 
holiday cover, leading worship, conducting funerals and assisting 
at weddings not only at local churches but also further afield. She 
also served on the hospital chaplaincy team at Inverurie and 
Aberdeen Royal Infirmary. For all her fun-loving ways and sense of 
humour, she was a woman of strength, something she drew on 
when called to enormously difficult tasks such as conducting the 
funeral for her own great grandson. 
 
She was very much embedded in her local community, passionate 
about the church and the local area. In later years she became a 
member of the West Church. Her death, although sudden, seemed 
peaceful. At her funeral we read Psalm 23 in Doric, as we 
entrusted this down-to-earth, neighbourly Doric storyteller and 
reader to the God who “bosies our sauls”.  
 
 
 
BOOKS FOR SALE 

As part of her ongoing fundraising through selling donated items 

online Ann Marie has a collection of interesting books which are 

for sale.   

 

Images of these are provided in the online version of Encounter 

and anyone interested in purchasing these should contact Ann-

Marie. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
   



THE GUILD 
Our October meeting introduced us to the new Guild 

projects for 2021-2024 via video from this year’s online 

‘Big Sing’.  It was good to have a wee sing as well as hear 

about these varied initiatives outlined below. 

 

Home for Good: is a UK Christian charity that is passionate about 

finding a home for every child who needs one.  They work to 

inspire people to think about fostering and adoption.  They also 

equip the Church to welcome these families and help support 

people on their journeys. 

Beat: is the UK's eating disorder charity, aiming to end the pain 

and suffering caused by eating disorders. 

Unida: meaning "together" in Portuguese is at the forefront of 

pioneering education that transforms the lives of young Brazilians 

and develops future leadership for faith communities and for the 

wider society. ‘Hear Our Voice’ is a project at UNIDA designed to 

empower young women through theological education. 

Starchild: the ‘Finding the Light in Every Child’ project will 

address the challenges of stigma and myths related to intellectual 

and physical disability in Uganda.  

Vine Trust: collaborates with local partners and communities to 

create effective change.  Africa Inland Church, Tanzania had the 

vision to create a multi-faceted sustainable village on the southern 

side of Lake Victoria and the project ‘Kazunzu Village of Hope, 

Tanzania' was born. 

Pioneers: ‘Chocolate Heaven’ is providing employment for 

chocolate makers and fair prices for local growers, producing and 

selling delicious chocolate – and sharing God's good news with 

their employees and wider community whenever they have the 

opportunity to do so. 

The total money raised for the 2018-2021 period was £551,434.70 

and I am confident that we can do just as well as that for these new, 

worthwhile projects. 

 



Our speaker on 8 November is Mark Calder who will speak on 

‘Running with patience: a pilgrim’s reflections on social witness in 

the Middle East’.  Everyone is welcome so why not bring a friend! 

 

Our final meeting of 2021 will be a Christmas celebration on 14 

December, it’s hard to believe the year is almost over! 

Ann-Marie Coleman 

 

 

UBUNTU 
 
Ubuntu Christmas Evening  Monday 8th 
November 6.30 – 8.00pm  
 
Drop in and enjoy a complimentary cup of Fair 

Trade tea or coffee and a delicious home bake courtesy of Gillian 
Paterson.  Peruse or purchase the food, gifts and cards available.  
Whether it is luxurious chocolate, coffee, biscuits or a novel gift, 
your purchase will not only be enjoyed by the recipient but will 
help support the Fair Trade producers at this difficult time. 
 
You may have noticed the green hearts in Ubuntu highlighting eco 
and recycled products.  More and more eco products are 
becoming available – laundry, washing up, olive oil soap, bamboo 
and jute   - not forgetting the recycled and up cycled products.  
What better than giving a gift that helps the planet as well? 
Pictures are included in the online version of Encounter. 
 
Availability of products is fluctuating at the moment due to the 
delivery problems (apparently shipments are arriving at port but 
having difficulty in reaching their final destination).   Please 
contact me at ubuntu@theacorncentre.org for any queries 
regarding availability or to place an order. 
  

mailto:ubuntu@theacorncentre.org


 

1 BAMBOO SOCKS 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

3 CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS CHOCOLATE BAR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

5 CHRISTMAS STORY CARDS 

 
 

4 FAIR TRADE 
CHRISTMAS ORANGE 

2 OLIVE OIL SOAP 

 

6 DIVINE ADVENT 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

7 DIVINE COINS 

8 TEA COSY 

10 TWEED GLOVES 

11 JUTE CHRISTMAS 
SHOPPING BAG 

9 LOKIA PENCILS 

12 REAL ADVENT 



JUNIOR CHURCH REPORT 
 
The first ‘in person’ Junior Church Session since the Covid 
pandemic took place at the Acorn Centre on the afternoon of the 
10th October as part of Harvest Thanksgiving Celebrations at the 
West Church.  Five families came along to see a colourful 
presentation on the Genesis creation story and to be reminded of 
our duty as Christians to take care of this wonderful world. 
(NB Thanks to the indefatigable Alan Harrow for joining us for this 
part of the session and making sure the IT all ran smoothly.) 
 
After the presentation, the younger members coloured in pictures 
of their favourite animals under the theme ‘All things bright and 
beautiful … the Lord God made them all,’ and made a hedgehog 
from a pine cone. 
 
The older group learned how, although the climate crisis is a 
storm we all face, we are not all in the same boat. For some, the 
storm is stronger and the waves are already breaking. Every day, 
people living in poverty battle the worst of a crisis they did not 
create.  
We learned however that a better way is possible and that 
together we can tackle the inequalities in wealth and power that 
have led to this climate crisis. The United Nations’ key climate 
talks, COP26, are a decade-defining opportunity to impact and 
influence the decisions made.  
 
To ensure their voices were heard the young folk 
made paper boats (representing the hope that we 
will rise to the moment and use this year to set sail 
towards a more just future) on which they wrote a 
prayer for global change.  
 



God of hope,  
We pray for world leaders attending COP26. Bless them with 
wisdom, creativity and a shared vision of hope for all creation. 
May they find the determination to take strong action to halt the  
destructive effects of climate change and the political will to act 
together for the common good.  Amen. 
 
Perhaps you would like to join us and take a look at these daily 
ideas as to how you can take action during and after the COP26 
Conference (31st October – 12 November)   (The ROOTS Challenge 
Sheets are included in the online version of Encounter) 
 
Please also look out for a weekend of events in the Spring to help 
us learn how we as Christians can take action to tackle the climate 
crisis. 
 
 
 

   

 

Crossreach would like to thank everyone who purchased goods 

from the Crossreach Christmas catalogue. £321.65 was raised. 

 

As Rhona says, Doreen Tough has just stepped down from 

organising the catalogue and fundraising for Crossreach which she 

has done incredibly efficiently for the last 20 years.  A personal 

plea, though, from the Encounter Team to Doreen (which I am sure 

would be echoed across the congregation) - please don’t give up on 

the home baking!!! 

 

 



 

 



 
  



REMEMBRANCE 

 

This November we again commemorate those 

who have died in armed conflicts with a service 

of remembrance on November 11th.  Acts of 

Remembrance take place across the country and 

almost every town and village has a memorial to 

those who fought and died during WWI or 

WWII. The War Commission worked very hard 

to provide a comprehensive list of those who 

died and names are generally inscribed on the 

memorials.  In a more abstract manner we also 

commemorate ‘the unknown soldier’. As 

Ecclessiasticus 44 puts it in a passage made 

familiar by Wesley’s hymn ‘Let us now praise 

famous men’ we also remember those ‘that have 

no memorial, who are perished as though they had never been’.  

This is particularly important as increasingly for many the names 

on the memorials are ‘just names’.  We may be struck by the 

poignancy of the extent of the lists in very small communities or by 

the frequent repetition of the same surname indicating the extent to 

which the conflicts had an impact on individual families but they 

are not personal to us in terms of individuals we have lost.  For 

those who research their family history there is, as Margaret 

Duggan observed “something profoundly moving about finding the 

memorial of an ancestor who lived long before one could know 

them: it is a tangible link with one’s personal history and the great 

continuity of life.”  Margaret Duggan, Church Times 14 July 2017 

 

Even if these memorials act only to prompt us to find out more 

about the events which are being commemorated they serve a 

useful purpose.  As the great Roman orator Cicero observed, ‘to 

know nothing of what happened before you were born, is to forever 

remain a child.’ 

 



At this time of remembrance we acknowledge the sacrifice of so 

many, not only in the 'war to end all wars'', but in all conflicts 

since.  Internationally, there are many public commemorative acts 

for those who lost their lives in service e.g. Memorial Day in the 

USA.  No-one can fail to be moved at the sight of the 37,000 

American flags planted on Boston Common every Memorial 

weekend, each representing a life lost in conflicts dating back to 

the American Civil War.  Germany’s National Day of Mourning 

(the Volkstrauertag) commemorates members of the armed forces 

of all nations and civilians who have died in armed conflict, 

including victims of violent oppression such as Naziism, and 

involves the familiar laying of wreaths.  The Jewish festival of Yom 

HaShoah, also known as Yom Hashoah VeHagevurah, literally 

means the “day of remembrance of the Catastrophe and the 

Heroism.”   There are many other instances of cultures and nations 

which recognize the importance of remembering and 

commemorating those who have died.  At the heart of many of 

them is the idea that “Those who do not remember the past are 

condemned to repeat it.” ( George Santayana).  

 

An interesting inter-faith celebration which is particular to the 

Middle East and shared by Christians and Muslims is the annual 

‘Thursday of the Dead’. This typically takes place on Maundy 

Thursday but the two celebrations are largely unrelated.  While the 

evening of Maundy Thursday marks the Last Supper, ‘Thursday of 

the Dead’ is celebrated in the early morning when the departed are 

honoured with visits to their graves at dawn, 

and offerings of food are made to the poor 

and to children.   The celebration is believed 

to have originated with the Muslim leader 

Saladin in the 12th century (much vilified in 

the history of the Crusades) and was 

instituted as a way of building bridges 

between Christians and Muslims in the 

Levant. 

 



The simple memorials and acts of remembering stand in stark 

contrast to the magnificent stone or marble edifices - such as L’Arc 

de Triomphe in Paris, and Wellington Arch and Nelson’s Column 

in London and the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin - which were 

erected to record past triumphs, victories or heroes in conflicts 

which most of us are only familiar with through history books.  

 

What brings an added perspective to this 

year's commemorations is the pandemic. 

Today, 18 months after Covid 19 first 

reached our shores, we are still counting 

rising infection numbers and still hearing 

of deaths throughout the UK, but in 

1918, as WWI was ending, a strain of influenza named 'Spanish 

Flu', ripped across the globe. Scotland was badly affected, as it 

attacked not just the old and vulnerable but healthy young men, 

robbing a generation of their potential.  However, unlike today, the 

media and the public in general were unusually low keyed about 

this unfolding tragedy. Perhaps they were simply battle fatigued 

and weary of further fight. Scottish stoicism prevailed, alongside a 

reluctance to acknowledge overtly yet another horror in their midst. 

  

Now, in 2021, we can look back at the extraordinary advances 

made across the globe in science and medicine which has produced 

an effective vaccination programme. Thus, while we acknowledge 

the anguish of 1918 we must be thankful for the progress made 

throughout the 21st century. 

 

The Encounter Team 

 

 

  



 The Acorn Centre and the 

Environment 

 

We’ve had a busy Autumn at the Acorn 

Centre with lots to be thankful for. As 

with the rest of the church, there has been 

a focus on COP26 and how we can reduce our environmental impact. 

The Acorn Centre has always had a policy of purchasing local or 

fairly traded products wherever possible, but the first season of our 

Community Garden has meant that we have become our own 

supplier!  

Our trial harvest has yielded tomatoes, leeks, 

tatties, courgettes, carrots, cauliflower, 

beetroot, lettuce and more. These ingredients 

have graced our plates in the form of salads, 

soups, chutneys and cakes, reducing our food 

miles to zero for many items, as well as 

providing a quality and freshness that cannot 

be beaten. The addition of the poly tunnel is a 

real bonus, allowing us to have fresh lettuce 

right into October. This couldn’t have come at a better time as supply 

chain complexities and driver shortages have really impacted quality 

and availability of short shelf-life items over recent months. The 

garden team are planning what to plant for next year - staggering 

plantings to give us a more steady supply throughout the year. 

 

New Till System  

If you have been in recently you may have 

noticed some changes at the counter. Our old 

till system gave up the ghost after 12 years of 

service and was well beyond repair. We 

decided to go with a new till system from 

Square which handles both till functions as well 

as credit card transactions in one unit. The main 

selling points for us is that we now have a clear 

customer display that is nice and easy to read, 



so that our customers can see what they are being charged for, and 

an intuitive system that makes operating it much easier than the 

previous model. Having options on whether to print a receipt or not 

have also drastically reduced till roll consumption – even better for 

the environment! We are still exploring the functionality of the 

system, but the fact that it is cloud based meant that we were able 

to program it even before it arrived! This technology should enable 

us to maintain a level of future proofing and also to expand to 

online sales for Ubuntu at some point.  

 

Spill The Beans and Pay It Forward 

November can be a difficult time of year for many 

people. As the clocks go back and nights lengthen, 

the darker months can make even the most trivial 

problems seem insurmountable. Energy levels 

drop and it becomes hard to beat the winter blues. 

So, what better remedy than to come out for a 

coffee and a chat? Throughout November, we will 

be using a feature blend from our supplier - Caber 

Coffee, called “Spill The Beans”. Proceeds from 

sales of this are being donated to local mental health charity MHA.   

 

One of the core policies of The Acorn Centre is having a volunteer 

team that allows us to take time with our customers and talk to them. 

That warm welcome and friendly service is a bit part of achieving 

true hospitality. So, if you’re feeling a bit down, make the effort, 

make a difference and come in for a natter. A change in perspective 

can work wonders!  

 

If you really want to make a difference, then why not consider 

donating to our “Pay It Forward” Fund? If we notice someone in 

need – whether they’re having a bad day, venturing out for the first 

time since lockdown or trying to cope with a new baby, we’ll use the 

fund to cover their bill and give them one less thing to worry about 

that day!  
 



Inverurie BB October News 
Last month we reported how, 

after an extensive 

recruitment campaign, we 

have increased our numbers 

considerably. 

Now the hard work begins to keep our larger numbers happy and 

enjoying BB! 

 

Anchor Boys – The Dinosaur theme ended in chaotic hilarity with 

a Dino Destruct game, where the boys tried to knock over obstacles 

with the tail which we attached to them. They have since made 

“Diversity Elephants” from plastic milk cartons decorated with bits 

of coloured card, with the handles for trunks. Our “Space” theme 

involves learning fun facts on planets in a “Search the Universe” 

game and painting their hands on paper to create alien hands. A 

“prayer star”, once completed, will illustrate what the boys would 

ask from God in their hopes and dreams. 

 

Juniors – The last chocolate task involved taking a “Thanks a 

choco-lot” bar home attached to a note to give to someone they 

thought deserved it. Following a discussion on Christian Aid week, 

the boys were set an “Egg-streme Crisis” challenge involving each 

of three squads being given different sums of money to buy 

materials to protect an egg when dropped from a moderate height. 

The squads with both the highest and lowest sums broke their eggs, 

while those who received the middle amount saved theirs with 

ingenious ideas for protective wrapping for the egg. A discussion 

followed on the fairness of the challenge, and parallels in real life, 

with the boys highlighting the injustice of unequal access to the 

COVID vaccine throughout the world. The Juniors also did 

aboriginal dot paintings of animals with cotton buds and played a 

game of Spider’s Web involving trying to pass over or through a 

web made of string without touching it. 



Company Section – The boys were asked to suggest preferred 

activities for a Monday Evening, and we also discussed possible 

new project awards. Given the options of First Aid or Cooking, 

surprisingly they chose Cooking, so one Monday a month they will 

learn kitchen skills from knife handling to frying or boiling an egg. 

We hope we can get them up to speed to cook a Burns Supper for 

parents and the boys in the younger sections. For our James Bond 

theme, we made fruit mocktails, and propose a trips to see the new 

James Bond film. 

All the younger boys had an outing to the trampoline park to end 

the term and to encourage bonding. 

Inverurie BB Team 

  
 

 

 

 
 
 
Mainly Music 

 
Some pictures of Mainly Music children are provided in the online 
version of Encounter. 
 

 

 

 

Currently Mainly Music are looking for volunteers to help with a 
young group of families in the church. We have lots of fun singing, 
dancing, playing and chatting! We meet every Tuesday morning 
during the school term. 
If interested please contact Jane Fraser 07792662070.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DREY 

DAVID 

ANNABELLE 



  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

MEADOW 

LOTTIE AND MUM EMMA 

EVIE-BELLE 



Garioch Christian Aid Group  
 

As part of awareness raising and fund raising for the 

2021 Christian Aid Harvest appeal we invite you to participate in 

one of our Daviot Eco-Trails. 

      

TRAIL A is about 2 miles.  TRAIL B is 

shorter and more accessible.    

For further details and a copy of the Trails 

please send an email to  

doreen.adams7124@btinternet.com 

(Please include ECO TRAIL as the subject of your email). 

 

A paper copy is available from THE SHOP AT DAVIOT during 

their opening hours (see below) and further information should you 

require it required may be obtained by contacting Mary Cranfield 

at Daviot Manse or on 07842281317. 

 

The Café at THE SHOP AT DAVIOT is open from 10.00am 

until 5.00pm Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays and 

10.00am until 4.00pm on Sundays. 

 
  

Christian Aid Local Christmas Card Delivery 
 

The Inverurie Christian Aid Group intend to provide 

this service delivering cards within the bounds of Inverurie/Port 

Elphinstone/Osprey Village again this year.  Collection boxes will 

be available in the Acorn Centre, St Andrew’s Church, Morrisons, 

Tesco, Strachan’s and potentially at Ross’s at Highclere from 4th – 

12th December.  Suggested minimum donation per card is 40p. 

 

New volunteers to deliver are always welcome.  Please phone 

Linda Young on 01467 621635 or Sheila Rennie on 01467 623156. 
 

 

mailto:doreen.adams7124@btinternet.com


Ways of connecting   
A reminder that it is no longer necessary to book for 

Sunday worship. We do ask everyone to be mindful 

that both the Scottish government and the Church of 

Scotland still recommend maintaining some degree 

of physical distancing. Masks remain required by law, and test and 

trace information is still being collected, so you will be asked to 

provide or confirm these details when you arrive.  

 

If you are worshipping from home, you can connect as usual via 

the West church website and YouTube channels or access the 

service by phone on 01467 343790 (calls are charged at local 

rates). 

 
Sun 7 Nov  11 am Morning Worship. 

   In person hospitality time after the service. 

 

Tues 9 Nov       7.30 pm Kirk Session via Zoom.  

 

Sun 14 Nov 10 am Remembrance Sunday worship.  

Followed by joint service at the Memorial. 

  

Sun21 Nov 11 am Morning Worship. 

   In person hospitality time after the service.   

 

Encounter   If you have any material for Encounter 

 email encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org by Wed 24th November 

 

Sun 28 Nov 11 am Advent Morning Worship. 

     

 

Every Friday    11 am Friday Fly (Zoom link available from Rhona). 

   Drop in for a blether any time between 11 and 12. 

 

 

 



The Prayer Group continues to meet regularly on a Thursday morning. 

Prayer requests can be sent to olive.duncan@hotmail.co.uk or 

duncan.linda1@btinternet.com  

 

If you have internet access, please keep an eye on the website and the 

Inverurie West Church Facebook page for updates. You do not need to have 

a Facebook account to view the Inverurie West Church Facebook page.  

 

 

CHURCH CONTACT ADDRESS - Our contact email address for those 

looking for help with collection/delivery of supplies or medication is 

help@inveruriewestchurch.org. 

  

Please Note – Rhona will be on leave for the week beginning 15th 

November 

 

REMEMBER! 

 

To listen to the 11 am Sunday Services the dial-in phone 

line is 01467 343790. (Calls charged at local rates). 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTUMN AND HARVEST  

 

Alan Harrow has kindly provided some photographs from last month’s 

Harvest Thanksgiving service and we also have some autumnal images 

provided by Ann-Marie Coleman which are included in the online version 

of Encounter. 

 

  



 

 

 
 

KENMORE – Photographs by Ann-Marie Coleman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HARVEST – Photographs by Alan Harrow 

 

 



  

 WHO’S WHO AT THE WEST 
 

Minister 
Rev Rhona Cathcart 
r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org 

620285 

Session Clerks  Mark and Gillian Paterson 
sessionclerk@inveruriewestchurch.org 

625675 

Church and Acorn Centre 
Administration 

Judith Will 

admin@inveruriewestchurch.org 

 

670850 

 

Church Officer 
Kenneth Gray 

kennethgray@hotmail.co.uk  

 

620658 
 

Rollkeeper 
Ann-Marie Coleman 
rollkeeper@inveruriewestchurch.org 

 

620378 

 

Life & Work 
Irene Jamieson 
irenejamieson@live.co.uk 

 

Safeguarding Co- 

ordinators 
Valerie Napier 
Gail Buchan 

623279 
622145 

 

Transport Co-ordinator 
 

Linda Mathers 
 

622586 

Acorn Centre 
Management Team 

Laura Gray 
lauragray25@btinternet.com 

 

620658 

Environmental Matters 
Team 

Joy Doorghen 
doorghens@hotmail.com 

 

620823 

 

Fabric Team 
Jim Lyle 
jimlyle@hotmail.co.uk 

 

624159 

Finance Team Alan Sharp sharp3@btinternet.com  

 

Treasurer 
Alison Blair 
treasurer@inveruriewestchurch.org 

 

620677 

Committed Giving 
Envelopes 

Cindy Farquhar 
Cindyfarquhar25@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Gift Aid 
Mandy Aitken 
mandyaitken@sky.com 

 

07532 

487788 

 

Junior Church Team 
Biff Barrow 
biff.barrow@tiscali.co.uk 

 

623096 

 

Pastoral Care Team 
 Rev Rhona Cathcart 

 r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org 

 

620285 

 

Social/Fundraising Team 
Joyce Petrie 
joycepetrie21@hotmail.com 

 

620932 
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CONGREGATIONAL ROLL 

 

Funerals:  

Dorothy Collie (Dist.4) 15 September 2021 

Robert (Bob) Ritchie (Dist.27) 6 October 2021 

Catherine (Cath) Duncan (Dist.38) 19 October 2021 

Malcolm Moore 22 October 2021 

  

Weddings:  

Laura Knight & Liam Brown 

at Chapel of Garioch Church 

4 September 2021 

Marion Bain & Andy Philips 

at Cullen Bay Hotel 

23 October 2021 

    

Please advise the Roll Keeper of any change of address: 

rollkeeper@inveruriewestchurch.org 

 

 

FLOWER CALENDAR NOVEMBER 

 

Convenor: Margaret Sangster  Tel No. 

672043 

November 7th   Bunty Sievewright 

November 14th  Jane Angus 

November 21st  Liz Nelson 

November 28th  Liz Nelson 

  

Thanks to all who donate, arrange or deliver flowers.   

 

 



FOOD BANK 

REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR 

Our Reverse Advent Calendar, suggesting an item to add to a box 

for the foodbank each day for 24 days, has proved very popular 

over the years, and we need your support this year more than ever. 

You can download a copy from our website.  

We would suggest starting this on November 1st, so that you can 

get it to us at the start of December and that gives us time to sort 

and distribute the items before Christmas. Details about where and 

when you will be able to drop these off at the end of 

November/start of December will appear on our website.  

Thank you for your support.  The web site below provides further 

information.  

https://aberdeenshirenorth.foodbank.org.uk/2021/10/11/2021-

reverse-advent-

calendar/?fbclid=IwAR3_cvTPAPy_3Qvim1GrOgmS_0PE7x5dko

cvzskQS0PwMJ4DzLM-AHaKy1w 

 
ENCOUNTER ONLINE – Currently we are producing and 

distributing Encounter online and in print.   If you have not 

already provided details of your e-mail and would like to 

ensure you receive the online version please contact the 

Session Clerk (01467 625675) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

We strive in Encounter to respect intellectual property rights. If  

you read or see anything which you feel infringes your copyright, 

please contact encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org, and the 

material will be removed immediately from the electronic version 

of the magazine. 
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